THE TURK AS RULER
forced into the Crimean War, in condemning
which Buckle regards the Turk as still more
uncivilised than the Russian. Technically, with
the help of his allies, he was victorious, but
diplomacy won the day for the Cossack where
arms had failed, and the victory bore no fruit*
After these came three more Sultans: the
extravagant and ill-fated Abd-ul-Aziz, the un-
happy Murad, and the last, Abd-ul-Hamid, who
terrorised Christian and Mohammedan alike.
That brings us to the present reign, which is too
young to invite .criticism, and which, moreover,
was inaugurated under very different relations
between the Sovereign and his people, with the
result that neither rivalry nor agreement between
Palace and Porte will ever again be possible.
Under the Constitution the Turk has entered
on a new era of rule. With the equality pre-
scribed by the new regime he is no longer inter-
esting merely as the overlord of subject races,
but rather as ruler of his own people. Formerly,
though their sufferings were no concern of the
consuls and missionaries, of the Balkan Com-
mittee, or of philanthropists who arrange the
affairs of the universe in the columns of an
august newspaper, it was often upon the Moham-
medans themselves that persecution fell heaviest.
They were robbed and tortured, but could look
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